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! By BERNARD GWERTZMAN
Spectal to The New York Times

i WASHINGTON, Oct. 20—
1"'It looks really mean, doesn't
i1t? But then, really there was
‘no other cholce. If they get
,this mean on this one in our
'part of the world, what will
“they do on the next?”

‘That was what Robert F.
Kennedy remembered his
‘brother, the President, as
Jhaving said as they both
. Waited, extremely tense, to
. sce whether the Soviet Union
i would choose to pull its of-

lagainst puburation because he
did not:want it aiicged that he
was trying to use the. article
out of political motives.

Following the Senator’s as-
sassination last June, his estate
decided “to offer the 25,000-
word manuscript for sale. It
was purchased by the McCall
Corporation for an advance of
$1-million, probably the most
ever paid for a manuscript of
that length.’

W. W. Norton & Co, has pur-
chased the book rights from the
McCall Corporation for an
amount in:excess of $250,000.

Mr. Kenpedy gave details of
the crisis f‘forg th?i éinl]gsge twhalg
A informed on Oct. 16, , tha
.fensive missiles out of C“ba!missilc si?_es had been discov-
‘as President Kennedy had de- ‘ared by a*U2 reconnaissance

manded, or would risk a.plane flyin;z over ()Clibazgm\l;l }:2:
. ; i ited -denouement on Oct. 28, wh

";;Ntzrtlds war with the United ‘the ihen Sovict Premier, Nikita
A €s. e aLs v 'S, Khrushchev, agreed to with-

T just don't think there i o'the missiles, E

was any ¢hoice, and not only ~The confrontation” between
that, if you hadn’t acted, you 'the two great powers, Mr. Ken-
would have been impeached,” nedy wrote, “brought the world
Mr. Kennedy—~who was At~ t0 the abyss of nuclear destruc-

: 'tion and the end of mankind.”
torney General at the time of The crisis actually' had two

the 1962 crisis—said he told distinct phases. The first was
the worried President. from Oct. 16 to Oct. 21, when

President Kennedy thought 'President Kennedy and his ad-
for a moment, according to’ visers worked in extreme se-

i id rg. crecy to devise their course of
{hls brothef', and said, “That's actign in light of the distovery
jWhat .I thmk—-I"would have lof the missiles. The second was
;been impeached. ifrom Oct. 22 until Oct. 28,
{. The agony, the doubts and jwhen the entire world wor.
:the quiet triumph of those J'dered whether the crisis could
‘critical days were told by|be resolved short of war,
Robert Xernedy in a lengehy | The Prsidencdecidd sgeins
rarticle written last year and : be rricailo’ hacac.
!scheduled to be published at the island's missile bases

. an action, Robert Kennedy
; posthumously tomorrow by |wrote, that was advocated by
J;McCall’s. magazine

| under 'the military leaders including
1the title “Thirtcen Days.”™ the then Chief of Staff of the
The publication is taking. Air Force, Gen. Curtis E. Le-

_place on the eve of the sixth' May, now the ‘American: Inde-

- anniversary of the spcech in 8?&;1 eg:cszi)gég{.s - _candxdatg fm,‘

«which President Kcnncdy in-.' Instead, the President adopt-
formed the nation and the-ed as a first step, a plan for
world that Soviet offensive a quarantine of Cuba that was
‘missiles had been detccted in' Supported by Secretary of State
iCuba and warned Moscow' Dean Rusk and the Secretary

A ' of Defense,
-that the United States Was: Namara, and by his brother,

prepared to go to war to
make sure that the missilesl U.S. Ready for War
| The blockade of the island,

‘were removed, aimed at giving Mr. Khrush
a d];:bf'lt-:l Kin"ed}f s a?cou;t, chev time to withdraw the mis-
rtle o what already|silos without Soviet humilia.

has been published by others| tion, was seen :as a means of
about the details of the crisis,’ sh.owi.ng United States deter-
but it provides some intimate mination to force. the ‘missiles

- _glimpses of his brother’s Ad- Out, while stopping short of
+ ministration 'under the pressureactually initiating military ac-
of a'possible world war. tion. However, in the event the

Russians tried to run the block-
The New York Senator Wroteade, the United States was pre-

“ithe article for publication Inpared to go to war, Mr, Ken-

IThe New York Times Magazinenedy's article asserts, ' .
to commemorate the fifth anni- The blockade was-scheduted
versary ‘of the crisis last Oc:toigl‘;ygg1 JS“& g"f&fé 5’;‘ 'xgdsn::
ber, But he informed The Times ’ < y
last fall that he had decidepPPSVEATRGE Redbersth@08
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|/'Isn’t there some way we can
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. = SUIAtOr  Kennedy  recalled

. i) The tension was broken, .
the President and his adviscrs Senator dctl:larcd, swhx;% (;nm?s‘i
awaited mews of whether the|sensor brought a note to John
1;1235513;1: "g‘gug; ngaecrchr)\td ct(?: A. McCone, then director of the

0 o -(Central Intelligence, disclosing
cern that we all felt hung like|that some of the Soviet ships
a cloud over us all and parlict-lapproaching the quarantine line
13F15'A°V§é'v}h$n il;r‘?tsége:tf'ter 1o'had stopped dead in the water,
am. an intelligence report not want a confrontation,
stated that two Soviet ships,"
the Gagarin and the Komiles, his brother had recently read: ;
were accompanied by a Soviet.Barhara Tuchman's book, “The *
gggn&ﬁne. g;soct}lzggéneaﬁi 1tehre .]Guns. ,of August,” whichf told; .

- \rriel. iow ,the major powers of Eu-
Coea it e ove 1 1 e vero_rewt i el
tried _It_g enterdthﬁ forbidden -,af};‘n argely out of miscalcu-
area. This raised the real pos- '~ Tha Peaci
sibility of a conflict, Senator Ke},",‘,if;eﬂ,‘f.ﬁ'{é v?}‘:fg 'i?eggrt:?;
‘Kennedy’s article asserts. future historian were to write,
The aircraft carrier Essex a book on the critical events
was to signal the submarine bY(of that October, it would be'
sonar to surface and’ identifylynderstood that “we made
itself. If the Soviet craft e avery effort, to find peace and
fused, said Secretary McNa- y i .
mara, depth . charges  with every effort to give our adver-
! i sary room to move.” ,
small explosive would be used Throughout the second week
““tt.’ll jt surfaced, the Senator's|of ne crisis, President Kennedy
article says. exchanged letters with Premier
‘Time of Gravest Concern® [Khrushchev. The cogreipcc)lng-_
“I think th " mi jence has not been published in’
were the kﬁmees:f g‘:veﬂng;gf full, but Senator Kennedy did
cern for the President,” the|eXcCrpt some of the letters, ins
Senator wrote. “Was the world|¢luding an emotional one sent
jon ‘the brink of a holocaust?|by Mr. Khrushchev on the night
Was it our error? A'mistake?(>f Friday, Oct. 26, that indi
Was there something further|Cated to the Americans that he
that should have been done? wasqtcg} to negotn:{tqe g 501“?,02‘ :
Or .not done? . imilar excerpts from Pre-
“His_hand .went up to hig|mier Khrushchev's letter were
face and covered his mouth. published by Elie Abel In his
He opened and closed his fist.[Dook “The Missile Crisis” (J. B.
His face seemed drawn, hisLippincott, 1966), which cov-
eyes pained. almost gray. We ered the whole Cuban affair n
stared "at each other across|detail. "
the table. For a few fleeting| Mr. Khrushchev called for a
seconds, it was almost ag|Statesmanlike approach and
though no one else was there|3sserted that ifthe United
and he was no longer the Pres-|States would give a pledge not
ident.’ .
“Inexplicably, T ‘thought of
when he was ill and almost
died; when "he - lost -his child;
when we learned that our old-
est brother had been killed: of
versonal times of strain and
hurt.” . the article continues,
.. “The voices droned on but 1
didn't scem to hear anything
until I heard the President say:

the missiles would disappear. * -

The letter, as printed in Mr.
Abel’s book, concluded:

“It you have not lost your
self-control, and sensibly con-
ceive what this might. lead to,;
then, Mr, President, we and
you ought not now to pull on
the_ends of the rope in which
you ‘have tied the knot of war,
because the more we pull, the
tighter the knot will be tied.

avoid having our first exchange| 0 a moment may come!

with a Russian submarine—al-
most anything but that."™

Mr. McNamara's reply, Sena-
tor Kennedy wrote, was:

“No, there’s too much danger
to our ships, There is no alter-
native. Qur commanders have
been instructed to avoid hosili-
ties if at all possible, but this

must be prepared

is what we
for, and this is what we must

expect.” .
- McNamara Remains Firm

tght that even he who tied
it w1ll' not have the strength
to untie it, and it will be nec-
€ssary to cut that knot; and
what that would mean is not
for me to explain to you, be-
cause you yoursclf understand
perfectly of what terrible
forces our countrles dispose.

. “Consequently, if there is no
intention to tighten that knot
and thereby doom the world.
to ‘the catastrophe of thermo-

pa s lear war, then let us not
Presic:nt Kennedy then said:| "¢ H no~
“We muct expect'th}; ¢ they wil only relax the forces pulling
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Tknot. We are ready, for. this."

Sant imaad

to invade Cuba, the problem of

an indication that Moscow did |

Robert Kennedy recalled that -
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when the knot will be tied so'
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